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When the great patriarch, Gonstantine, learned that the king had passed without accident, and was in Great Armenia, he despatched to him the vartaped Jacob, a wise and eloquent man, whom he had sent formerly to John, the king of the Greeks, who possessed Asia, to form a contract of friendship and alliance. The lord Ter-StepJien, bishop, and the vartabed MiJchitar of the monastery of Skevra, went theie likewise. The priest Basil, who was sent from Batu ; Fhorose, a regular priest, who had come with him; Karapet, priest of the king's palace, a gentle and well-informed man. All these and many princes came and accompanied the king through the country of the Aghovans*57 and the gate of Derlend^58 which is the same as the fortress Chor. They visited Batu and his son SartaTchf59 who was a Christian, and were overwhelmed with honour by them. Hethum was then sent by them to Mangu Khan, by a very long road, beyond the Caspian Sea.
They set off on the I3th May 1254. After passing the river Ayekli,m they arrived at Or,461 which is half way between Batu and Mangu Khan (ie, between their lespec-tive residences). Thence they proceeded to the river Erticli (Irtysh), entered the country of Naiman,m and then arrived at Rhara Klietai.m
487  Patkanoff identifies this name with Albania of Ptolemy and Strabo (or Shirvan).   Compare also Rubruk, 266, Albania
488  In the ancient wall which runs from the castle of Derbend on the Caspian Sea along the ridges of Caucasus
499 Batu, grandson of Chinghiz He conquered Russia, and established his chief residence at Sarai, on the banks of the Akhtuba branch of the Volga. Sartakh, the second son of Batu, is mentioned also by Kubruk (253, 375) Bar Hebreeus informs us that he loved the Christian religion, that he was baptized, learned to read, and became a deacon After the death of his father m 1255, he set off from the Volga and went to Mangu Khan in older to obtain the investiture of Kipchak, but he died on the way (Klaproth). The Yuan shi writes his name Sa-li'ta.
460  The laik of the Middle Ages is the Ural river of our maps,
461  perhaps the Organum of Rubruk, the present province of Hi.   See note 285.
462  The tribe of the Naiman    See note 98.
463  Karakhitai.    See note 22,